Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 03548 141906Z 

64 

ACTION PM-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 EA-11 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

S PC-03 SS-20 ACDA-19 OMB-01 AF-10 SAM-01 DRC-01 /138 W 

098055 

R 141405Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0248 
INFO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
USLO PEKING 
USIA WASHDC 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 3548 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SINGAPORE FOR AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR IN US XO 

SUBJECT: SWARAN SINGH ON MULTILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON 
NAVAL POWER LIMITATION IN INDIAN OCEAN 

REF: NEW DELHI 3435 

1. THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MARCH 12 PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION 
OF THE KITTY HAWK'S ENTRY INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN (REFTEL) 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 03548 141906Z 

CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING COMMENT BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER: 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


"OUR STAND HAS BEEN CLEAR AND CONSISTENT. WE ARE OPPOSED TO 
THE PRESENCE OF ANY FOREIGN NAVAL VESSEL OR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF ANY BASES IN THIS REGION. HAVING SAID ALL THAT, WE 
WOULD STTRONGLY FAVOR A DISCUSSION NOT ONLY AMONGST 
LITTORAL COUNTREIES CONCERNED, BUT, IN THIS DISCUSSION, WE WOULD 
LIKE TO INVOLVE THE BIGN NAVAL POWERS ALSO SO THAT SOME AGREEMENT 
COULD BE ARRIVED AT AND THERE COULD BE MUTUAL RESTRAINT." 

2. COMMENT: IN RESPONSE TO PRIVATE QUERY BY HINDU CORRESPONDENT 
G.K. REDDY THIS MORNING, SWARAN SINGH TOLD REDDY HE HAD 
CAREFULLY NOT RPT NOT REFERRED TO A "CONFERENCE" OF LITTORAL 
STATES WITH THE "BIG POWERS'". INDIA DIDN'T WANT TO GET OUT IN 
FRONT IN PROPOSING ANY SUCH MEETING. THAT WAS THE KIND OF 
THING SRI LANKA MIGHT WANT TO PUSH BUT NOT INDIA. ALL HE (THE 
FONMIN) HAD SUGGESTED WERE "'DISCUSSIONS" WHICH INDIA INTENDED 
WOULD BE BILATERAL. WE WONDER IF AMBASSADOR KAUL WILL BE 
ABLE TO FIGURE OUT SWARAN SINGH'S MEANING" 
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